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Dressing Days being sorted  
before school year has even ended 
!
BY AMY FLOWERS UMBLE !
This article about School Dressing Days was published in the Free Lance-Star on June 5, 2014. The 
full story with photos can be accessed on-line at http://news.fredericksburg.com/newsdesk/
2014/06/05/dressing-days-being-sorted-before-school-year-has-even-ended/. The late Deaconess 
Gladys Ferguson, a long-time member of Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site), was a key leader in 
getting this interfaith effort underway, and she is mentioned prominently in the article. 
 

(PHOTO BY REZA MARVASHTI / THE FREE LANCE-STAR)  !
Dressing Days volunteers gather at a Stafford storage unit to inventory back-to-school outfits and supplies. 

Organization is key to successful Dressing Days. Items are sorted by size and sex and placed into bins along 
with content inventory lists. !

http://news.fredericksburg.com/newsdesk/2014/06/05/dressing-days-being-sorted-before-school-year-has-even-ended/
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Summer vacation hasn’t started yet but Erin Faulconer is already worrying about back-to-school 
clothes. 

“High-waisted jeans are supposed to be in style next year, but I don’t know,” said Faulconer, one of 
the leaders of the annual School Dressing Days. 

That event clothed more than 1,000 area students last year, and Faulconer expects to see a similar 
turnout this year. 

The Interfaith Community Council sponsors School Dressing Days, which will take place Aug. 8 
and 9. For the third year, organizers are asking people to sign up in advance, starting June 21. This 
will be the third year of advanced sign-ups, and Faulconer said the practice helps School Dressing 
Days run more smoothly. 

Faulconer and a group of volunteers have started sorting the jeans, shirts, socks and underwear 
they’ve bought throughout the year. Those new clothes are stored in plastic tubs in a Stafford 
County storage unit. 

Those tubs contain a variety of fashion—skinny, boot-cut and flared jeans, colorful tops and T-
shirts in many styles. 

Volunteers will hit up some end-of-the-
season clearance sales soon, and hope to 
have enough new clothes for every child 
who signs up. 

Each year, School Dressing Days gives 
one new outfit, new underwear and 
socks, a backpack and school supplies to 
each student who comes to the event. 

In the past, the outreach included used 
clothes. But as the numbers of students 
in need grew, volunteers became 
overwhelmed with the chore of sorting 
used clothes. 

“And there are many other places to get 
used clothes these days,” Faulconer said. 

In the past 33 years, the event has 
changed quite a bit. 

In 1971, Stafford County resident Gladys 
Ferguson [a deceased member of Shiloh 
Old Site, pictured at left in 1997] visited 
area schools, looking for children whose 
families couldn’t afford new clothes. She 
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took the list back to the Interfaith Community Council, and School Dressing Days began. 

“I would see little children go to school, and they didn’t have proper clothes,” Ferguson said in 
2009. “To me, it was very important to give them proper clothes so they feel like other children.” 

The first event clothed 68 children. For nearly 20 years, Ferguson stored plastic bins of underwear 
and socks in her living room. 

The event itself was a bit of controlled chaos. Organizers never knew how many people would 
come—or what sizes they would need. 

On the second day, volunteers often ended up shopping for more clothes to fill the need. 

In the past few years, the event drew crowds—and people often waited in line for hours to get 
clothes. 

These days, preregistration allows organizers to schedule participants and eliminate the wait. 

And volunteers can sign up online, preventing the last-minute scramble to fill a slot. The event 
also has a website and a Facebook page.


