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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Black History Month

Michael Jackson (August 29The Bio History of Michael Joseph
Jackson began when he was born on the 29th of August 1958 in Gary,
Indiana. He was the 7th of nine children. (brothers: Sigmund "Jackie",
Toriano "Tito", Jermaine, Marlon, Steven "Randy", and sisters Rebbie,
Janet and La-Toya Jackson. The Jackson 5 stayed with Motown until
1976, wanting more artistic freedom they felt they had to move on and
signed up with Epic. The group name Jackson 5 had to be changed as it
was owned by Motown, so they reverted to The Jacksons as they had be
known in the early days. Brother Jermaine married Berry Gordy's
daughter and stayed with Motown.
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Barack Obama

President of The United States
Barack Hussein Obama II (pronounced /bəˈrɑːk hʊˈseɪn oʊˈbɑːmə/; born
August 4, 1961) is the forty-fourth and current President of the United
States. He is the first African American to hold the office. Obama was the
junior United States Senator from Illinois from 2005 until he resigned
following his 2008 presidential election to the presidency. He was
inaugurated as President on January 20, 2009.
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Katherine Johnson (movie – Hidden Figures)
Mathematician and computer scientist Katherine Johnson was born on
August 26, 1918 in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia to Joylette and
Joshua Coleman. Her mother was a teacher and her father was a farmer
and janitor. From a young age, Johnson enjoyed mathematics and could
easily solve mathematical equations. She attended West Virginia State
High School and graduated from high school at age fourteen. Johnson
received her B.S. degree in French and mathematics in 1932 from West
Virginia State University (formerly West Virginia State College). At that
time, Dr. W.W. Schiefflin Claytor, the third African American to earn a
Ph.D. degree in mathematics, created a special course in analytic
geometry specifically for Johnson. In 1940, she attended West Virginia
University to obtain a graduate degree. After college, Johnson began
teaching in elementary and high schools in Virginia and West Virginia. In
1953, she joined Langley Research Center (LaRC) as a research
mathematician for the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics
(NACA). Johnson was assigned to the all-male flight research division.
Her knowledge made her invaluable to her superiors and her
assertiveness won her a spot in previously all-male meetings. NACA
became the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) in
1958. Johnson also verified the mathematics behind John Glenn’s orbit
around the Earth in 1962 and calculated the flight trajectory for Apollo
11’s flight to the moon in 1969. She retired from NASA in 1986.
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Jackie Robinson
Baseball Player
Jackie Robinson was the first African-American of the modern
era to play in baseball's major leagues. Only white players
were accepted in the major leagues until 1947, when
Robinson was called up to play for the Brooklyn Dodgers.
Robinson was named Rookie of the Year and went on to
appear in six World Series in ten seasons with the Dodgers
(1947-56).. Robinson's stellar play, and his role in breaking the
color barrier, led to his 1962 induction as the first African-
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LAWRENCE A. DAVIES

grew up in Texas, where he
began his college education. Later he came to Washington, D.C., where
he earned a M.Div. degree at Howard University Divinity School,
followed by an S.T.M. degree at Wesley Theological Seminary.
Rev. Lawrence Davies served as a pastor in Washington, D.C., for a few
years before coming to Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site) in
Fredericksburg, Virginia, in 1962.
In addition to being a much-loved pastor, he has served as a
compassionate and visionary community leader. He served twenty
years as the elected mayor of the City of Fredericksburg, the first
African American elected to that position.
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Michael Steele
(born October 19, 1958) was an African - American elected official

and for two years served as chairman of the Republican National
Committee, and was the first African-American to hold the position. Prior
to this, Steele served as chairman of GOPAC and worked as a partner at
the law firm of Dewey & LeBoeuf. He also served as Lieutenant Governor
of Maryland from 2003 to 2007. Steele was the first African American to
serve in a Maryland state-wide office and the first Republican lieutenant
governor in the state. From 2003 to 2005, Steele and Lt. Gov. Jennette
Bradley of Ohio were the highest-ranking elected African American
Republicans in the United States.
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Daniel Hale Williams
Dr. Daniel Hale Williams, a pioneer in open heart surgery
was born in Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania. Attended
formal schooling in Hare's Classical Academy in 1877
and received his M.D. from Chicago Medical College,
Northwestern Medical School, in 1883.
In 1893 Dr. Daniel Hale Williams performed the first open
heart surgery by removing a knife from the heart of a
stabbing victim. He sutured a wound to the pericardium
(the fluid sac surrounding the myocardium), from which
the patient recovered and lived for several years
afterward.
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Month

Condoleezza Rice
Political Figure / Government Official
Condoleezza Rice became U.S. Secretary of State in 2005. She
had earlier served as National Security Advisor under President
George W. Bush from 2001-2005. As a child, Rice was a gifted
student and a prodigy on the piano, and she entered college at
the age of 15 with the intention of becoming a concert pianist.
Along the way she was influenced by political scientist Josef
Korbel, the father of former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright.
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George Washington Carver
Inventor / Botanist
George Washington Carver was a celebrated botanist and inventor at a
time when it was still rare for African-Americans to reach those heights. The
son of a Missouri slave, Carver grew up to attend Iowa State University,
earning a bachelor's degree in 1894 and a master's in 1896. He then joined
the faculty of Booker T. Washington's Tuskegee Institute. His attempts to
find crop alternatives to cotton led him to the peanut; eventually he created
more than 325 products from the humble legume, helping to create demand
for the plant and establish it as a major American crop.
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Lawrence Douglas Wilder
(born January 17, 1931) is an American politician. He is the first
(and, to date, the only) African American to have been elected
governor of a U.S. state, serving as Governor of Virginia from
1990 to 1994. His most recent office was Mayor of Richmond,
Virginia, which he held from 2005 to 2009.
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Benjamin Banneker
mathematician, astronomer, surveyor
Born: 11/9/1731
Birthplace: Ellicott's Mills, Md.
Benjamin Banneker has been called the first African
American intellectual. Self-taught, after studying the inner
workings of a friend's watch, he made one of wood that
accurately kept time for more than 40 years. Banneker
taught himself astronomy well enough to correctly predict
a solar eclipse in 1789.

Rosa Louise McCauley Parks
(1913-2005 ) African American civil rights activist, who is often called
the Mother of the Civil Rights Movement. Her arrest for refusing to
give up her seat on a bus triggered the Montgomery bus boycott of
1955 and 1956 and set in motion the test case for the desegregation
of public transportation.
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James Meredith
was one of the pioneers of the civil rights
movement. In 1962 he became the first black
student to successfully enroll at the University of
Mississippi. The state's governor, Ross Barnett,
vociferously opposed his enrollment, and the
violence and rioting surrounding the incident
caused President Kennedy to send 5,000 federal
troops to restore the peace. Meredith graduated
from the University of Mississippi in 1963.

National African American History Month
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Thurgood Marshall
1908–93, U.S. lawyer and Associate Justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court (1967–91), b. Baltimore. He received
his law degree from Howard Univ. in 1933. In 1936 he
joined the legal staff of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People. As its chief
counsel (1938–61), he argued more than 30 cases
before the U.S. Supreme Court, successfully
challenging racial segregation, most notably in higher
education.

Oprah Winfrey
Media Personality
Orpah Winfrey is the most
successful female talk show host in
American TV history. She went into
broadcasting in the early 1970s; after
anchoring and reporting TV news in
Nashville, Tennessee and Baltimore,
Maryland, she landed a job on the
morning show of A.M. Chicago in
1984. The next year she made her
movie debut in The Color Purple
(based on the Alice Walker book)
and was nominated for an Oscar. In
1986 she launched The Oprah
Winfrey Show.
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Washington, D.C., April 11, 1968. President
Lyndon Johnson Signing 1968 Civil Rights
Bill Surrounded by Members of Congress.
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Serena Williams
Serena Jameka Williams (born September 26, 1981) is an American professional
tennis player and the current World Number 1 ranked female player. She has been
ranked World Number 1 by the Women's Tennis Association (WTA) on five separate
occasions. She regained this ranking for the fifth time in her career on the 2
November 2009. She is the reigning champion in both singles and women's doubles at
the Australian Open and Wimbledon and in doubles at the US Open. In total, she has
won 25 Grand Slam titles: 12 in singles, eleven in women's doubles and two in mixed
doubles.
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Muhammad Ali
Boxer
Name at birth: Cassius Marcellus Clay
Charismatic, outspoken and nicknamed "The Greatest,"
heavyweight boxing champion Muhammad Ali was the
dominant heavyweight fighter of the 1960s and 1970s. A
fighter of exceptional speed, cunning and flair, Ali won the
world heavyweight title on three separate occasions over a
span of 15 years.
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Martin Luther King Jr. (1929-1968) African American

clergyman and Nobel Prize winner, one of the principal
leaders of the American Civil Rights Movement and a
prominent advocate of nonviolent protest. King's
challenges to segregation and racial discrimination in the
1950s and 1960s helped convince many white Americans
to support the cause of civil rights in the United States.
After his assassination in 1968, King became a symbol of
protest in the struggle for racial justice.
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James Brown
Singer / Songwriter
Name at birth: James Joe Brown, Jr.
Singer James Brown was a founding inductee of the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame and one of the most influential popular musicians of the 20th century.
He came out of poverty and prison to record hit singles like "Night Train"
(1962), "Papa's Got a Brand New Bag" and "I Got You (I Feel Good)" (both
1965), "Say It Loud - I'm Black and I'm Proud" (1968), and "Get on the Good
Foot" (1972).
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Maya Angelou
Writer / Actor
Name at birth: Marguerite Johnson
Maya Angelou's 1969 autobiography, I Know Why The
Caged Bird Sings, was nominated for a National Book
Award and made her a symbol of pluck and pride for
African-American women. In the 1950s Angelou had been a
dancer and stage actress, and she was active in the civil
rights movement (she became a coordinator for the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, thanks to a
request from Martin Luther King, Jr.). During the 1960s she
spent five years in Africa, working as a journalist and a
teacher.
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Ray Charles
Pop Musician
Ray Charles was a legendary pop music star famous for such
songs as "Hit the Road, Jack," "Georgia On My Mind" and "I
Can't Stop Loving You." Blind from the age of seven, Charles
was a gifted pianist and saxophonist who taught himself to
compose and arrange music by Braille, then went on to become
one of the most successful African-American artists of the 20th
century.
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Pamela E. Bridgewater (born April 14, 1947) is a
United States career diplomat, most recently posted as the U.S.
Ambassador to Jamaica.[1][2]
Bridgewater was born in Fredericksburg, Virginia, the daughter of a
bank teller and a jazz trumpeter,[3] and attended Walker-Grant
High School.[4] She has two degrees in Political Science, graduating
with a BA from Virginia State University in 1968, and with a MA
from the University of Cincinnati.[5] Her career was initially in
teaching, working at Maryland universities Morgan State and Bowie
State, and Voorhees College in South Carolina, before entering the
U.S. Foreign Service in 1980.
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Dr. Mae C. Jemison
Astronaut
Dr. Mae C. Jemison blasted into orbit aboard the space shuttle
Endeavor on September 12, 1992, the first woman of color to go
into space. This historic event was only one of a series of
accomplishments for this dynamic African-American women.
Dr. Jemison was Science Mission Specialist (a NASA first) on the
STS-47 Space lab J flight, a US/Japan joint mission. She conducted
experiments in life sciences, material sciences, and was coinvestigator in the Bone Cell Research experiment. Dr. Jemison
resigned from NASA in March 1993.
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Colin Luther Powell, KCB, MSC, (born April 5, 1937) is an
American statesman and a former four-star general in the
United States Army. He was the 65th United States Secretary
of State (2001-2005), serving under President George W. Bush.
He was the first African American appointed to that position.[1]
[2][3][4] During his military career, Powell also served as
National Security Advisor (1987–1989), as Commander-inChief, U.S. Army Forces Command (1989) and as Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff (1989–1993), holding the latter position
during the Gulf War. He was the first, and so far the only,
African American to serve on the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
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Langston Hughes

(1902 - 1967)
Langston Hughes lived in many places when he was growing up.
Langston Hughes became a Poet.
He wrote about his feelings as an African American.
Langston Hughes also wrote novels, short stories and plays.
Langston Hughes moved to Harlem in New York City.
He became a famous writer in the Harlem Renaissance.
Langston Huges died of cancer when he was 65 years old.
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Maggie Lena Walker
(1867-1934)
Maggie Walker was born in a poor family.
Maggie Walker learned Finance.
Maggie Walker started a bank for African Americans.
She became the first woman president of a bank.
Maggie Walker's bank is now called Consolidated Bank.
It is in Richmond, Virginia
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Ruth J. Simmons was sworn in as the 18th president of

Brown University on July 3, 2001. Under her leadership,
Brown is making new investments to secure its standing as
one of the world’s finest research universities.
A French professor before entering university administration,
President Simmons also holds an appointment as a professor
of comparative literature and of Africana Studies at Brown.
She graduated from Dillard University in New Orleans and
completed her Ph.D. in Romance languages and literatures at
Harvard.

The quality, not the
longevity, of one's life is
what is important.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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