
Size of Membership
At the close of 2012, Shiloh Baptist Church 

(Old Site) of Fredericksburg, Virginia, had 610 
individuals on its membership roll. 

Of these, 97 were shut-ins, away at school, 
inactive, or were living elsewhere. As a result, 513 
individuals were classified in the church records 
(whether rightly or wrongly) as “active.”

Recency of Membership
Shiloh Old Site has many stable, faithful, long-

term members who exhibit a deep level of com-
mitment to the congregation and its ministries in 
the larger community. 

Approximately 62% of those who are classi-
fied as “active” members have been members for 
11 years or more. Some have been members for 
twenty, thirty, forty years or more.

However, this congregation has also regularly 
attracted a continuing influx of new members. In 
fact, 15% of the current active members joined in 
the last three years. And 38% joined sometime in 
the last ten years.
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Age Distribution of Membership
Shiloh Old Site is blessed with an active mem-

bership that spans the full age range of its commu-
nity, with no significant gaps. 

The congregation is also blessed with a signifi-
cant number of energetic, spiritually experienced, 

more mature members who can model spiritual 
discipleship and growth for the congregation’s 
younger members.

Close to 40% of the active members are 
currently age 50 or below. About one-third are 
between the ages of 51 and 70.
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Gender of Active Members
Like many congregations, Shiloh Old Site 

has more women than men. This is true at almost 
every age level within the congregation.

Overall, 63% are female and 37% are male.

Locality of Active Members
Traditionally, Shiloh Old Site as a church has 

played a significant role in its community, both 
through direct ministries and through the day-
to-day, Spirit-led involvement of its members in 
community groups, government, politics, and 
other venues.

Currently, 71% of those classified as active 
members live in either the city of Fredericksburg 
or neighboring Spotsylvania County. Another 
15% have residential ties and involvements in 
neighboring Stafford County.
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“Fellow Travelers”
Like many congregations, Shiloh Old Site is 

composed of both regular members and “fellow 
travelers,” individuals who worship with us on 
multiple occasions, enriching our fellowship and 
sharing with us in ministry. Some are fairly regular 
attenders; others come only periodically.

There are also members of five or six other 
churches who regularly participate in our congre-
gation’s weekly Bible studies.

We have no clear way of identifying all of 
these “fellow travelers.: However, we do know that 
at least 53 non-members were recorded in 2012 as 
making multiple individually identifiable contri-
butions to Sunday morning offerings. 

In fact, in 2012, general Sunday-morning gifts 
from non-members (including one-time visitors) 
came to approximately $14,000, demonstrating 
a significant degree of appreciation and com-
mitment from those who are outside our official 
membership.

Unfortunately, although we regularly minister 
to these “fellow travelers” and although they regu-
larly minister to us, we have no clear demographic 
statistics concerning them.

Information Gleaned from a 
Demographic Survey Filled Out by 
a Portion of Our Members

In late 2012, a survey form was made available 
to members, seeking additional demographic 
information on their households. The form was 
filled out by 96 separate households, encompass-
ing 182 individuals. 

The number of individuals covered by the 
survey reflects approximately 35% of the active 
members of the congregation. The information 
gathered represents the characteristics of only 
those specific households that chose to participate.

The remaining data in this booklet reflects the 
findings of this partial survey of the congregation. 
It’s a helpful portrait of a certain portion of the 
congregation, but it is not a complete picture.

GENDER of those individuals 
who participated in the survey

57% Female
43% Male

ETHNIC GROUP of those individuals 
who participated in the survey

96% African American
02% Native American
02% Caucasian

AGE GROUPS of those individuals 
who participated in the survey

24% Age 18 or below
22% Age 60 to 69
20% Age 70 and up
15% Age 40 to 49
14% Age 19 to 39
13% Age 50 to 59



OCCUPATIONS (current or former) 
of those individuals who participated in the survey

36%  Professional (such as accountant, 
artist, medical professional, engi-
neer, lawyer, information technol-
ogy specialist, minister, scientist, 
teacher, technician, etc.)

13%  Service worker (such as barber, 
childcare worker, food service 
worker, health-care worker, police 
officer, domestic worker, teacher’s 
aide, etc.)

11%  Manager (such as administrative 
manager, bank office manager, 
business director, business owner, 
etc.)

11%  Clerical worker (such as bank 
teller, bookkeeper, cashier, postal 
clerk, administrative assistant, etc.)

10% Homemaker
07%  Operative or transport worker 

(such as assembler, bus driver, 
inspector, packer, butcher, garage 
worker, truck driver, etc.)

05%  Sales worker (such as advertiser, 
store clerk, insurance agent, sales 
worker, underwriter, etc.)

07%  All other occupations (or unspeci-
fied)

COMBINED HOUSEHOLD INCOME of those 
households that participated in the survey

33%  Between $26,000 and $50,000 
annually

31%  Between $51,000 and $100,000 
annually

21% $101,000 or above
15% $25,000 or below

MARITAL STATUS OF ADULT FAMILY 
MEMBERS IN THE HOUSEHOLD of those 
individuals who participated in the survey

41% Married
40% Unmarried
12% Widowed
07% Divorced or separated

HIGHEST EDUCATION LEVEL 
COMPLETED of those individuals who 
participated in the survey

28% High school
28% College
24% Post-graduate work
16%  Junior or community college or 

trade or technical school
03% Less than high school



LENGTH OF TIME ONE’S LIFE HAS BEEN 
GIVEN TO CHRIST of those individuals who 
participated in the survey

68% 30 years or more
14% 20 to 29 years
10% 5 years or less
08% 6 to 9 years

LENGTH OF TIME AS A MEMBER OF THIS 
CONGREGATION of those individuals who 
participated in the survey

26% 30 years or more
16% 6 to 9 years
14% 20 to 29 years
13% 2 years or less
12% 10 to 19 years
11% 3 to 5 years
07% Not a member of the congregation

TYPE OF RESIDENCE of those households that 
participated in the survey

86%  Single-family house
10%  Apartment, condominium, or town 

home
04% Other or unspecified

LENGTH OF RESIDENCE AT CURRENT 
ADDRESS of those households that participated in 
the survey

29% 30 years or more
18% 10 to 19 years
18% 5 years or less
16% 6 to 9 years
10% 20 to 29 years
09% Unspecified

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE OF 
RESIDENCE FROM OUR CHURCH’S 
BUILDING of those households that participated in 
the survey

36% 5 miles or less
28% 6 to 9 miles
16% 10 to 19 miles
14% Unspecified
06% 20 miles or more



GEOGRAPHICAL RESIDENCE of those 
individuals who participated in the survey

44% City of Fredericksburg
39%  Counties of Caroline, King George, 

Stafford, and Spotsylvania (the 
non-city portions of Virginia 
Planning District 16)

17% Don’t know, other, or unspecified

AVERAGE LENGTH OF RESIDENCE IN 
THE SAME GEOGRAPHIC REGION of those 
individuals who participated in the survey

21   Average number years in which 
those currently residing in the city 
of Fredericksburg have lived some-
where in the city of Fredericksburg

11.1  Average number of years in which 
those currently residing in a non-
city portion of Virginia Planning 
District 16 have resided in a non-
city portion of Virginia Planning 
District 16




