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Difference Maker Hall of Fame: Lawrence and Janice Davies: 'A force for peaceful and positive change'
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Buy NowBuy NowLawrence and Janice Davies have a place in local history. He was the Zrst black mayor of Fredericksburg and she
worked to educate people about sickle cell disease.

Peter Cihelka/The Free Lance-Star

When the Rev. Lawrence Davies needed inspiration on how to lead as

a pastor or shepherd the city of Fredericksburg through racial

struggles and Znancial downturns, he didn’t have far to look.

During the 12 years his wife, Janice, taught in Washington, she

helped integrate the school system in the early 1960s. She was one

of a handful of black teachers sent to a white school as part of a

pilot program, and she knew change wouldn’t happen overnight.

“She won them over with her persistent approach,” he said, adding he

took that lesson to heart. “I found the quiet example was a good way

to go.”

No chronicle of modern Fredericksburg history would be complete

without mentioning the charismatic Lawrence Davies and his ability

to unify people of different colors, backgrounds and political beliefs.

He became the Zrst black city councilman in Virginia in 1966,

Fredericksburg’s Zrst black mayor in 1976.

He was called Mayor Davies for 20 years, and many still address him

by that title. He oversaw the revitalization of downtown

Fredericksburg, which was on the verge of becoming a ghost town

after Spotsylvania Mall opened in 1978. And, he led the campaign to

annex the Central Park area from Spotsylvania County.

Bios
Rev. Lawrence and Janice
Davies

Hometown:Hometown: He's from
Houston; she was born in
Washington, D.C., and lived
there until 1962.

Family:Family: Three daughters:
Lauren (deceased); Karen
Ward and Sharron Jeffrey; and
three grandchildren: Alyssa
Ward, Kevin-Lawrence Ward
and E.J. Jeffrey.

Occupation:Occupation: He's a retired
minister and politician. She
was an elementary school
teacher who gave up her
career to take care of her
family. 

Q & A with Lawrence
and Janice Davies
What is something aboutWhat is something about
yourself that might comeyourself that might come
as a surprise to others?as a surprise to others? I
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Then, there’s the work he considers his greatest accomplishment: his

50-year tenure as pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site). As he

led the development of ministries that provided food for the needy or

clinics that checked for diabetes or blood pressure, he followed a

simple principle.

“You can either curse the darkness or light a candle,” he said in 2000.

“I choose to do the latter.”

But as he was lighting the way in the city, his wife was “keeping the

home Zres burning,” he said. “I was absent a lot, and she made it

possible for me to do these things.”

During a recent interview, Lawrence Davies showed his hallmark

grace as he answered questions about his well-documented

achievements. He’s 87, but doesn’t look it.

Neither does Janice Davies, who’s 89. She sat quietly in a corner,

speaking only when asked a direct question.

Early on during their 63-year marriage, she held oices locally and

statewide with the American Cancer Society, and he worked to bring

awareness to mental-health issues.

When their daughter, Lauren, developed sickle cell anemia, a disorder

that affects African–Americans and those from the Mediterranean

and Caribbean, the couple helped found the Fredericksburg Area

Sickle Cell Association. The group just celebrated its 45th

anniversary.

Janice Davies took care of Lauren and kept her involved in

community activities even as the disease took its toll. Lauren

suffered 13 strokes and needed blood transfusions every six weeks

for 19 years. She was 36 when she died in 1993.

Also during that time, Janice Davies cared for her parents and

eventually moved them from Washington near her home in MayZeld.

When she couldn’t get out into the community, she found another

way to minister.

Janice Davies is a proliZc writer of cards and letters, and mails out

dozens of letters of encouragement and good cheer a week in her

telltale cursive writing. Many from the younger generation can’t read

the loops and swirls.

“Young people say it’s so pretty, but they can’t read cursive,” she said.

“They have to have their mother read it to them.”

Lawrence Davies continues to be involved with the Rappahannock

Community Services Board and the Fredericksburg Regional Transit,

a system he helped bring to the region. He hopes to keep Caroline

County on board so it won’t stop funding the bus service as King

George did in 2012.

“It weakens the system,” he said.

am basically an introvert.
(Lawrence)

If you had to pick aIf you had to pick a
different profession ordifferent profession or
course of study, whatcourse of study, what
would you choose?would you choose? A
research librarian. It is my
belief that what we learn from
the past greatly impacts and
perhaps even determines our
lives presently and even in the
future. (Janice)

If you could spend a dayIf you could spend a day
with a historical orwith a historical or
Hctional character, whoHctional character, who
would it be?would it be? Having read
several books on the courage,
determination and faith of
Harriet Tubman, I think it
would be interesting to spend
time with her. (Janice)

If you could deliver aIf you could deliver a
message to a largemessage to a large
audience, what would itaudience, what would it
be?be? Service is the rent we pay
for the space we occupy in
the world. (Lawrence)



Cathy Dyson

Janice Davies continues to be involved with Shiloh ministries and

remains a breakfast buddy at Hugh Mercer Elementary School.

He’s received numerous accolades and leadership honors. Five years

ago, the Germanna Community College’s Educational Foundation

gave him the Zrst Community Member of the Year award.

As the late Jane Wallace, then foundation president, announced that

the award will be named after the pastor and former mayor, she also

recognized the woman who’s quietly inspired him for more than two-

thirds of his life.

Together, Lawrence and Janice Davies have “been a force for

peaceful and positive change” for the past half century, Wallace said.

Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425

cdyson@freelancestar.com
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