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Community honors Janice 
Davies, ‘a quiet, strong leader’ 
Article by Cathy Dyson, photographs by Lou Cordero 

Janice Davies made her way 
to the podium Sunday afternoon 
while those around her clapped 
along to the tune “When the 
Saints Go Marching In.” 

Like everything else in the 
two-hour program, scripted to 
honor the woman described as a 
model of grace and steely 
determination, the song was 
chosen for a reason. 

“She’s the closest thing I 
know to a saint,” said Gaye 
Adegbalola, a Fredericksburg 
musician and longtime friend. 

More than 200 people who 
probably would say the same 
crowded into the fellowship hall 
o f Fr e d e r i c k s b u r g B a p t i s t 
Church for an afternoon tea in 
honor of Janice Pryde Davies. 
She’s the wife of the Rev. 
Lawrence Davies, who served as 
Fredericksburg councilman for 
10 years, mayor for 20 and led 
Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site) for 50 years. 

But Sunday was all about “Mrs. Davies” and the example she set, both as a 
minister’s wife and mentor, mother and caregiver, quiet leader and intuitive 
listener. 

About two months ago, Pamela Bridgewater, a Fredericksburg native who 
served in the church with the Davieses before becoming a foreign services 
diplomat, wondered if any recognition had ever been given specifically for 
Janice Davies. She asked her “dear friend,” Xavier Richardson, about it, and 
neither could remember such an event. 
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Then, the former ambassador talked to Davies’ family members, including 
her granddaughter, Alyssa Ward, who said “Grammie loves tea.” 

They announced an afternoon tea in her honor and secretly put together 
an endowed scholarship in her name. There’s already $20,000 in the fund, and 
Richardson not-so-subtly pointed out that more could be added. Simply write a 
check to Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site) with “JPD Scholarship” on the memo 
line, he said. 

Bridgewater said it was easy to pull the event together because everyone 
wanted to help do something for Mrs. Davies, who’s 89. 

“Everybody thanked me for asking them to work on the committee,” 
Bridgewater said. 

Likewise, people practically stood in line to purchase tickets, said 
committee member Tina Jones. “We could have sold a lot more,” but space was 
limited. 

During the celebration, city and church leaders as well as family members 
shared stories of Mrs. Davies, who moved with her husband to Fredericksburg 
from Washington, D.C., 55 years ago, at the height of the civil rights movement. 
At first, she wasn’t so sure the couple would would be welcomed there. 

But “Mrs. Davies embraced Fredericksburg, and the community, in turn, 
embraced her,” according to her profile listed in the program. 
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Bridgewater and Richardson presented “The Janice Show,” setting up a 
makeshift TV studio on stage and interviewing guests. One after another cited 
her work in the community: as a volunteer with the American Cancer Society, 
an organizer of wellness programs in the church and as co-founder of the 
Fredericksburg Area Sickle Cell Association. 

Two of her three daughters developed sickle cell anemia, a disorder that 
affects African–Americans and those from the Mediterranean and Caribbean. 
Lauren Davies was 36 when she died from it in 1993. 

At the same time as she cared for her daughters, Mrs. Davies also took care 
of her parents. When her duties kept her from getting out in the community, she 
wrote letters from home, sending thoughtful notes of encouragement or praise. 

“She’s a lesser-known Helen Steiner Rice,” said the Rev. Aaron Dobynes Sr., 
referring to the American poet and inspirational writer. 

Mark Olson, a longtime member of Shiloh (Old Site), said she listens and 
speaks “the word” of God as well as writes it. 

“I think the post office would go out of business if it weren’t for Mrs. 
Davies,” Olson said. 

Marva Moore has worked with Mrs. Davies for five years on Shiloh’s 
wellness programs, which the former first lady of the church helped organize 20 
years ago. 

“She is a quiet, strong leader,” Moore said. “She’s the voice of reason, and 
we all look to her for advice and counsel.” 

Fredericksburg Mayor Mary Katherine Greenlaw talked about “ethical 
leadership,” of knowing “your core values” and displaying them at all times. 

Page   of  3 4



“In other words, you walk the walk,” Greenlaw said. “If anybody ever walked 
the walk, it is Mrs. Davies.” 

Her daughter, Karen Ward, remembered the way people gravitated toward 
her, at church or in the grocery store. She’d listen to those with special needs or 
people who’d fallen on hard times. 

“I shared my mother with an entire community, and I was happy to do it,” 
Ward said. 

Ward’s daughter, Alyssa, said her grandmother was the kind of woman 
who could slay dragons and empowered others to do the same. 

“She makes you feel like you can do anything you want,” Alyssa Ward said. 
“It is amazing to have someone like that in your corner.” 

When it was Mrs. Davies’ turn to address the crowd, she said that while she 
enjoys the gift of writing, she does like to speak in public. She said it wasn’t her 
strength, so she came prepared with written remarks. 

Mrs. Davies literally leaned on Richardson instead of her walker, as he 
flipped the pages of her speech in which she said she didn’t know how she could 
thank all those assembled before her. She expressed gratitude to those who’d 
made a path for her, as well as many who “embraced me and my family with 
unconditional love and caring.” 

By the time she finished, many in the audience were noticeably moved. 
Jones and Adegbalola stood with their arms around each other and tears 
streaming down their faces. 

Mrs. Davies ended with a quote from her husband, who’s often said that 
“you can either curse the darkness or light a candle.” 

“I have chosen to light a candle of caring and sharing,” she said. “With the 
establishment of a scholarship in my name, a candle of hope will continue to 
bring a bright future to this community.” 
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