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Rev. Jim Webb, historic civil rights figure, 
gives rousing sermon at Shiloh Baptist Church 

BY SCOTT SHENK / FREE LANCE-STAR 
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Rev. Jim Webb speaks at Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site) on Sunday, March 22, 2015. 

The Rev. Jim Webb spoke to the congregation at Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site) on Sunday 
morning about overcoming struggles in life. 

True to form, the Rev. Jim Webb delivered an energetic and fiery sermon on Sunday at Shiloh 
Baptist Church (Old Site) in downtown Fredericksburg. 

http://www.fredericksburg.com/news/local/rev-jim-webb-historic-civil-rights-figure-gives-rousing-sermon/article_00469e3b-365c-56c5-96b4-1bb19f807318.html
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Deacon Johnny P. Johnson greets the Rev. Jim Webb at the conclusion of the service at Shiloh Baptist 
Church (Old Site) on Sunday, March 22, 2015. 

The church invited the noted Baptist preacher and civil rights activist to give a sermon on the 
heels of the 50th anniversary of the Selma-to-Montgomery march, which served as a springboard 
toward African–Americans being granted voting rights. 

On Sunday, he focused on the Book of Genesis and the story of Joseph’s travails—being betrayed 
by his brothers, enslaved, falsely accused and jailed in Egypt—before finally becoming the 
interpreter of the pharaoh’s dreams. 

When famine later struck, Joseph reconciled with his brothers by feeding them. 

The day was filled with singing and celebrating, but the congregation really sprang to life as Webb 
stood at the pulpit, deftly weaving humor with passionate outbursts of scripture, all the while 
relating his message to life’s constant challenges. 

http://www.fredericksburg.com/news/local/rev-jim-webb-historic-civil-rights-figure-gives-rousing-sermon/article_00469e3b-365c-56c5-96b4-1bb19f807318.html
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Throughout the sermon, the small man’s voice boomed through the packed church, often 
followed by shouts of “Amen” and “Yes” from the congregation. 

The sermon’s focus on reconciliation also had an interesting twist because of Webb’s mercurial 
past. 

On the one hand he has been painted as a hero for his courage in the nonviolent protests during 
1960s civil rights movement. He has been lauded for his powerful preaching and his many good 
acts in churches and communities. 

But Webb’s past also is one tainted with an arrest for theft and lawsuits by churches he once 
preached for, along with a litany of other allegations detailed in a 2012 Virginian–Pilot story while 
Webb was a pastor in the Virginia Beach area. 

Regardless of questions about his past, Webb is seen as an undeniably energetic force wherever he 
goes. As former Shiloh pastor and Fredericksburg Mayor Lawrence A. Davies said after the 
sermon, Webb is adept at tying Scripture to what has happened and what is happening around the 
world. 

And, Davies added, Webb has lived what he preaches, putting himself “in a vulnerable position” 
in Selma. 

He said that Webb’s message of nonviolent, peaceful protest is crucial today, with unrest so 
prevalent. 

In 1965, the then-16-year-old Webb became well-known for his peaceful approach during the 
contentious Selma protests. 

A film crew caught a confrontation between police and Webb, who was leading a group around 
the Brown Chapel barricades in Selma. 

While a deputy towered over Webb and hurled insults, the teenager remained composed and 
polite. 

The scene, which can be seen on YouTube, became a prominent part of the documentary “Eyes on 
the Prize.” 

Webb was part of history again on “Bloody Sunday,” March 7, 1965, when protestors attempted a 
peaceful march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge only to be pummeled by police. 

http://www.fredericksburg.com/news/local/rev-jim-webb-historic-civil-rights-figure-gives-rousing-sermon/article_00469e3b-365c-56c5-96b4-1bb19f807318.html
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That incident and the ensuing march to Montgomery, in which Webb also took part, is seen as the 
turning point in the civil rights movement. 

President Lyndon Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act months later. 

In an interview after the sermon, Webb said it is important to “see clearly” no matter what 
situation you are in. 

It’s also important, he added, to forgive while being careful not to simply excuse. 

“I think we’ve come a very long way, but we still have so far to go,” he said of the country’s current 
state. 

“Racism has taken a new face,” he added. “Racism doesn’t wear sheets anymore. Mass 
incarceration is one of the new racisms. It means black bodies matter, but black lives don’t.” 
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Rev. Jim Webb at Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site) on 
Sunday, March 22, 2015.
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