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Scripture to Read
John 19:30, 38

For Discussion
What strikes you as interesting—or poten-

tially significant—about the description here of 
Joseph of Arimathea?

In what ways, if any, does Joseph of Arimathea 
seem similar to certain kinds of people today?

What sort of contrasts do you notice between 
this Gospel’s description of Jesus and Joseph?

Comment 1
Scholars have had differing impressions of 

the person who is introduced here as “Joseph of 
Arimathea.” Some think he is being portrayed 
as a positive figure. Some think he is being por-
trayed as a negative figure. Sill others see him as 
having a mixture of both positive and negative 
characteristics.

The location of “Arimathea” is unknown to 
modern scholars. This Gospel obviously views 
the geographic area from which he comes as sig-
nificant, but it’s impossible for us to know what 
that significance is. So we must base our inter-
pretation of him entirely on other aspects of his 
description.

Comment 2
Other than the name of his town, the first 

thing we are told about Joseph is that he “was 
a disciple of Jesus.” By itself, this sounds rather 
encouraging. But then, almost immediately, we 
are told that he was a “secret” disciple. 

In other words, this individual was trying to 
maintain two identities. On the one hand, he 
had been actively seeking to learn from Jesus. He 
had obviously spent time listening and learning. 

Comment 3
Although he saw himself as a disciple, Joseph 

wore a mask. It’s as if he felt compelled to hide 
his true self “in the closet.” He kept quiet.

Like many people today, Joseph apparent-
ly feared social rejection. Even worse, like many 
people today, he felt genuinely hobbled by the 
possibility of religious rejection. It was religious 
leaders that he feared. Social and religious threats 
kept him from being all that he could be.

Scripture to Read
John 19:38

Comment 4
We learn more. Joseph was no outcast. Only a 

SeSSion 73: John 19:38 –42, with a related passage from Psalm 34

Shackled by a heavy burden, 
’neath a load of guilt and shame…

Winter weather reminder: If schools in the city of Fredericksburg are closed on a Tuesday due 
to weather (and not just opening late), then we will NOT have Bible study that day.


